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call themselves religious; there has been no naturalist
like Darwin, to demonstrate by his marvellous powers
of observation how large a part of the mental and
moral faculties which we usually claim for ourselves
alone we share with other beings; there has been no
Oriental (Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals.' But one reason of this is not far to seek.
What the legislation of the last few years has at
length attempted to do, and, from the mere fact that
it is legislation, must do ineffectually, has been long
effected in the East by the moral and religious senti-
ment which, like almost everything that is good in
that part of the world, can be traced back, in part at
least, to the great Prophet of Arabia. In the East,
so far as it has not been hardened by the West,
there is a real sympathy between man and the
domestic animals; they understand one another; and
the cruelties which the most humane of our country-
men unconsciously effect in the habitual use, for
instance, of the muzzle or the bearing-rein on the
most docile, the most patient, the most faithful, and
the most intelligent of their companions, are'
possible in the East. An Arab cannot ill-treat his
horse ; and Mr. Lane bears emphatic testimony to the
fact that in his long residence in Egypt he never saw
an ass or a dog (though the latter is there looked
upon as an unclean animal) treated with cruelty,
except in those cities which were overrun by Euro-
peans." *

* E. Bosworfch Smith:   " Mohammed and Mohammedanism/*
2nd ed., 255-257,